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Lifelong 
citizenship 
learning

1. A brief overview of citizenship and the 2030 Agenda 
(towards 2050)

2. The not-so-comfortable comfort zone

3. Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being

4. Starting small and expanding citizenship ideas

5. Developing critical thinking skills: taking power, discussions 
and debate

6. Useful tools and resources for teaching citizenship
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda

« formare cittadini responsabili e attivi – promuovere la
partecipazione piena e consapevole alla vita civica, culturale e 
sociale della comunità, nel rispetto delle regole, dei diritti e dei 
doveri»

Legge 92/2019
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda

Work together to 

make a positive 

impact in society
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda

▪ Curricular – 33 hours

▪ Importance of the Italian Constitution

▪ Co-ordinating teacher

▪ Collegiate nature of teaching, decision making and evaluation

▪ Cross-curricular

▪ Stronger ties with families
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8 macro areas (themes)

1. Italian Constitution, flag and national anthem

2. Agenda 2030 for sustainable development

3. Digital Citizenship (article 5)

4. Basics of law (especially regarding work)

5. Environmental education

6. Legality and fighting the mafia

7. Respecting and promoting cultural heritage

8. Civil protection
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda  

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development is the strategic plan  

to build a better world with no one 

left behind.
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda 

▪ 617 million children and adolescents do not meet 
minimum standards of literacy and numeracy

▪ 1 in 5 children between the ages of 6 and 17 do not 
attend school

▪ 750 million adults are illiterate, two-thirds of 
whom are women
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▪ At least 200 million girls have suffered mutilation 

▪ 18% of women and girls aged 15-49 have suffered 
physical and/or sexual violence

▪ Women represent 39% of the workforce, but hold 
27% of management positions

Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda 



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda 

Key English Learning Objectives

▪ grammar

▪ vocabulary

▪ pronunciation

▪ the 4 skills

▪ 21st-century skills
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Image: World Economic
Forum, New Vision for 
Education (2015)
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Citizenship and the 2030 Agenda 

Core values



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Image: Montpellier school
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The not-so-comfortable comfort zone 

Distance learning
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The not-so-comfortable comfort zone 

▪ Disparities in digital literacy and 
online access

▪ Living space

▪ Underserved communities, 
learning disabilities, bilingual 
learners, and mental health 
conditions



INSEGNARE INGLESE

The not-so-comfortable comfort zone 

“The temptation to switch to 

WhatsApp or Instagram when I was 

supposed to be in class or doing 

schoolwork was another problem for 

me —and many of my friends.”

Alice, 16
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The not-so-comfortable comfort zone 

What we can we do ...?

▪ Focus on student's strengths, interests, and passions 

▪ Focus on the great resilience and courage they showed during lockdown 

▪ Citizenship as an opportunity to engage  and motivate students 

▪ Expand inner growth, core values and social awareness
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Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being

Key negative factors:

▪ Time in vs Time out in the real world

▪ Disorientation and lack of attention and focus.

▪ Weight gain, headaches, poor sleep, and eyestrain from too much screen time.

▪ Increased exposure to domestic violence.
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Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being

▪ Developing a sense of 

identity

▪ Acquiring awareness
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Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being

A student is an active subject 

committed to building his or 

her own identity in a process 

of continuous interaction with 

peers, adults, surrounding 

environment media and 

culture.



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being
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Looking in – looking out: student identity and well-being
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What is Social Emotional Learning?

The five core competencies that make up SEL:

▪ self-awareness

▪ self-management

▪ responsible decision-making

▪ relationship skills

▪ social awareness
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Activity 1
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Starting small and expanding citizenship ideas

Introducing concepts of citizenship through various types of activities:

▪ Discussions and debates 

▪ Group project and research work

▪ Digital competency skills

▪ CLIL Lessons and activities

Insegnare GEOGRAFIA
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Developing critical thinking skills

Discussions and debates

▪ How easy are they  organize and manage?

▪ Are they appropriate for all ages?

▪ Are students interested and willing?
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Benefits of discussions and debates

▪ Help develop critical thinking, 
communication and logic skills

▪ Allow all the students to participate

▪ Develop life skills

▪ Use meaningful english

▪ Disadvantages?  None at all – if prepared in 
advanced!
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Planning the debate

▪ Teaching environment

▪ Pre-teach rules of debate

▪ Team/group selection and roles

▪ Importance of timekeeping and limits

▪ Choice of topic

And…

▪ Preparing your students!
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Planning the debate
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Preparing your students

▪ Language needs – vocabulary, structures, debating language

▪ Reading base and more

▪ Managing groups

▪ Checking on progress and preparation

▪ Q&A

▪ Trial run
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Group project and research work

▪ Clearly defined tasks

▪ Keep groups small

▪ Clearly defined group roles

▪ Fair and clear allocation of tasks

▪ Clear ground rules for talking and listening

▪ Regular monitoring of project

▪ Targeted teacher support and interventions
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Activity 1
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Digital citizens 

▪ Critical thinking

▪ Communication

▪ Problem solving

▪ Time management 

▪ etc. 
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Digital competency teaching

Students learn to:

▪ respect themselves and others

▪ stay super safe online

▪ protect private information

▪ time awareness

▪ zero tolerance to cyberbullying 

▪ respect copyright 

▪ distinguish real from fake
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Online safety

Cyberbullying

Copyright

Self-image & 
Identity

Relationships & 
Communication

Digital footprint 
& Reputation

Privacy

Information literacy
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Internet safety

Safe online 
communication



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Internet safety
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Relationships and communication
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Cyberbullying
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Cyberbullying
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Self image and identity
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Privacy and security

• Our digital footprint

• Powerful passwords

• Spam and phishing
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Information literacy

Identify AcknowledgeApplyEvaluateFind
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Creative credit and copyright
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Activities 

It’s important to…

▪ pre-plan lessons, no improvising!

▪ give clear, realistic objectives and instructions

▪ prepare props, material and handouts 

▪ be realistic about timing 

Furthermore we need to consider…
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Variety
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Pace
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Interest
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Environment - True or False ?

1. The average household produces a tonne of rubbish a year. 

2. Over 1 million plastic bags are used every year worldwide.

3. The amount of food wasted in Europe could feed 300 million people.

4. It’s better to wash dishes by hand rather than in the dishwasher. 

5. You should always rinse cans and bottles before recycling them. 

True

False: over 5 trillion

True

False

True



INSEGNARE INGLESE

Environment 

Do you protect the 

environment?

1. Do you recycle?

2. Do you save energy?

3. Do you use environmentally 

friendly products?
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Environment 

What do you do to protect the 

environment?

1. What do you recycle?

2. How do you save energy?

3. Which environmentally 

friendly products do you 

use?
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Environment

59
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What causes pollution and leads to global warming? 

Brainstorm: In groups, think of as many causes of pollution and climate change
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What causes pollution  and leads to global warming ?

▪ factories

▪ air traffic

▪ traffic

▪ pesticides

▪ fertilizers

▪ waste

▪ deforestation

▪ greenhouse gases

▪ industrialization

▪ factory farming
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How much rubbish do you produce?

62
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War on waste!

63
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Global Goal 13 Climate Action

What can you do?

• Buy eco-friendly products. 

• Consume less meat and become vegetarian for one day a week

• Recycle or upcycle paper, glass, plastic, metal and old electronics

• Choose reusable products. 

• Reduce your use of paper. 

• Adopt don’t shop! 

• Find out more about Climate Action charity in your area. 
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Modal verbs
Read the text and find 8 modal verbs  

By the year 2050, scientists believe that changes in the climate could create 
200 million refugees, people having to leave their countries because of 
climate changes. We must do something about this. We could increase 
recycling and use alternative forms of energy to travel. We should also save 
as much energy as possible and large multinational companies should find 
better working solutions and reduce pollution and waste. If we don’t, there 
will be more and more natural disasters . What can we do to save our 
planet? There are many things we can do, but we need to act now .
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Modal verbs
Read the text and find 8 modal verbs  

By the year 2050, scientists believe that changes in the climate could create 200 
million refugees, people having to leave their countries because of climate 
changes. We must do something about this. We could increase recycling and use 
alternative forms of energy to travel. We should also save as much energy as 
possible and large multinational companies should find better working solutions 
and reduce pollution and waste. If we don’t, there will be more and more natural 
disasters . What can we do to save our planet? There are many things we could
do, but we need to act now.
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Modal verbs
Write sentences using the modal verbs to give advice on how to protect the 
environment.

reuse plastic bags
use public transport
reduce waste
use technology
plant trees
use green energy

Could
Should
Can
Must 
Might

to save …
to reduce …
to prevent …
to replace …
to not waste …
to protect …
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What about you ?

▪ What do you think people and the government could do to help protect the 

environment?

▪ What will happen if we don’t save the environment?

Write a paragraph using modal verbs.
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Useful links

• https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-is-digital-citizenship

• https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship

• https://ihjournal.com/debating-in-the-efl-classroom

• http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/23054

• https://esldebates.com/a-teachers-guide-the-basics-of-a-classroom-debate/

• https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-debates/

• https://busyteacher.org/21711-great-debates-9-steps-to-organizing.html

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-is-digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://ihjournal.com/debating-in-the-efl-classroom
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/23054
https://esldebates.com/a-teachers-guide-the-basics-of-a-classroom-debate/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-debates/
https://busyteacher.org/21711-great-debates-9-steps-to-organizing.html


Thank you!


