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Aims of the session

• To distinguish between multicultural and intercultural approaches to 
learning

• To reflect on World Englishes and the multicultural, multiethnic realities 
of English-speaking societies

• To consider practical pedagogical interventions for intercultural 
language education



Multicultural or Intercultural?

Situation 1: The teacher prepares a lesson on festivals from different countries. 
Students learn about Diwali, Ramadan and Christmas, with each tradition 
presented separately. As part of the lesson, students create a classroom poster 
with pictures and short texts in English.

Situation 2: Students learn about Diwali, Ramadan and Christmas and compare the 
festivals, noting similarities and differences in beliefs, customs and practices. They 
discuss these traditions and create a poster showing each festival and shared 
values. The class then talks about peaceful responses to disrespect towards beliefs 
or customs.

Ideally, a teacher would combine both approaches: multicultural and intercultural.



C Cooperative learning

L Learning-by-doing

A Active

P Project-based

Core principles of intercultural pedagogy



World 
Englishes

Examples of World Englishes (not an exhaustive list)



Arts-based & creative pedagogies

How do these words make you feel?

Apart from a cooking recipe, could you use 

these actions and adjectives when creating a 

painting, a piece of music or a poem? Feel 

free to add new verbs and adjectives!

Think about multicultural and intercultural 
learning. What could the ‘ingredients’ be?

Think about World Englishes. Notice that the 
cooking verbs are all about ‘mixing’, 
‘blending’ and ‘combining’, but there are no 
verbs like ‘cutting’, ‘chopping’ or ‘peeling’. 
Why do you think that might be?



Poem: ‘The British’ by 
Benjamin Zephaniah

In ‘The British’, Benjamin Zephaniah 
describes British people as being ‘made up’ 
of many different nationalities, like 
ingredients in a stew. 

The poem is often used to show how Britain 
has been shaped by waves of migration and 
to explain why contemporary Britain is 
multicultural and multiethnic.

BBC (2009) The British featuring Benjamin Zephaniah [Video]. Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ1yYOAwvvo (Accessed: 6 February 2026). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ1yYOAwvvo


Around the World in 30 Recipes

2
3

1



Intercultural service learning
Community engagement + classroom learning + intercultural 
interaction

COOKING PROJECT: Around the World in 30 Recipes

Aim: integration of asylum seekers and refugees into society
Learners: university/secondary/refugees & asylum seekers
Activities: cooking, eating, socialising, sharing stories
Output: Bilingual cookbook with recipes, refugee stories, country 
articles with cultural notes
Impact: Book sales raised funds for refugee initiatives (language 
classes, social activities, integration support)
Event: Celebration 

http://weitblick-action.de/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/atw30r_i30rudw_digital.pdf


Intercultural learning 
through images

Give each image a title.

Put yourself in the 
picture.

Put yourself in someone 
else’s shoes.

Would you like to meet them in real life? 
Why/Why not?

Sir Mo Farah, British 
runner originally from 
Somalia

Cathy Freeman, 
Indigenous Australian 
runner

What do you know about 
Australia?

Find out about these 
runners.

Project Work: Design a 
project task that 

integrates research, 
collaboration and 

intercultural learning.

CLIL: Write a question 
that helps learners use 
English to explore or 
communicate content 
knowledge.

Find out about 
Indigenous Australians’ 

lives today.

Are these runners good 
role models? Why/Why 

not?



Examples

CLIL
Write a question that helps learners use 

English to explore or communicate content 
knowledge.

Why have many Somali people migrated to 
the UK since the late 20th century?

In groups, research Australia and create a 
poster highlighting five interesting facts 

about its people, animals, places, food or 
culture.

Project Work
Design a project task that integrates research, 

collaboration and intercultural learning.

Explain how these aspects of culture might be 
similar or different from your own.

How have Somali people changed the UK?



Enquiry-based learning and critical thinking
What can you see in the 

picture? 

What are the people doing? 

What colours can you see? 

Which country’s flag is this? 

How do they feel? 

Where are they? 

Observe

Interpret

Hypothesise

Challenge

Reflect

Is this photo taken in the 
same country as the flag?

What can we not see in this 
photo?

What did you learn from 
this image?

Which question was most 
difficult to answer? Why?



Virtual exchange

Would you like to be at an event 
like this? Why/Why not?

Draw what other people are doing 
nearby and what is happening 

around them.

Are there any cultural celebrations 
like this in Italy? How are they similar 

or different?

What can we do to show 
respect for other cultures?

Imagine there is a problem 
nearby. What is the problem? 
How do people solve it peacefully 
and calmly?

What can people do to keep 
everyone safe and the place clean 

during the celebration?

Notting Hill Carnival (London)

Work with a partner class in another country.



Students as partners
Music Across Cultures: Work in partnership with your students.

Dua Lipa, British 
singer of Albanian 

heritage

Dave, British 
rapper of 

Nigerian heritage

Same country, 
different backgrounds

Choose songs that show 
ideas, people, lives or stories 

across cultures

Compare backgrounds of 
singers from different 

cultures

Select lyrics that challenge 
stereotypes

Create a visual storyboard 
about the song’s story

Translate, rewrite or draw 
interpretations of the lyrics

Create a multilingual and 
multicultural playlist

Discuss how heritage 
influences their music

Make a poem, drawing or 
comic inspired by the song

Record a rap version that 
reflects intercultural 

understanding



Intercultural Critical Reflections

Autobiography of 
intercultural encounters 
through visual media

To critically analyse images 
students find in the media 
(e.g. TV, Instagram, internet)

Must show someone (or 
several people) from 
another culture

Must be an image that has 
made a positive or negative 
impact on students 

Autobiography of 
Intercultural Encounters

To critically analyse an 
intercultural encounter

Can be abroad or at home. 
Distance is not important. It 
can be someone of a 
different religion, age or 
language in Italy.

It must be a meaningful 
experience. For example, 
something that surprised 
students, made them think, 
or that they enjoyed.

Autobiography of 
Intercultural Encounters 
through the Internet

To critically analyse a 
specific encounter with one 
person or several people 
from another culture 
through online interaction

Must be an online 
encounter

Distance is not important. It 
can be someone of a 
different religion, age or 
language in Italy.

The Autobiographies have guidance notes for teachers and a version for young learners.

https://rm.coe.int/prems-041222-eng-2518-visualmedia-couv-a4-bat-web-1-/1680a9b031
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041222-eng-2518-visualmedia-couv-a4-bat-web-1-/1680a9b031
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041222-eng-2518-visualmedia-couv-a4-bat-web-1-/1680a9b031
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041122-gbr-2508-aie-text-a4-web-1-/1680a9b030
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041122-gbr-2508-aie-text-a4-web-1-/1680a9b030
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041322-gbr-2508-autobiography-aieti-txt-a4-web-1-/1680a9b032
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041322-gbr-2508-autobiography-aieti-txt-a4-web-1-/1680a9b032
https://rm.coe.int/prems-041322-gbr-2508-autobiography-aieti-txt-a4-web-1-/1680a9b032
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