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Today’s Talk

▪ Why, what, when and how?

▪ Digital competencies teaching

▪ Competence and 21° Century skills learning

▪ The nature of the beast

▪ How DeAgostini books can help you

▪ Digital competency and competence training

▪ Material in our books and mapping

▪ DeA Formazione, the Educazione Civica offer



Why?

«Formare cittadini responsabili e 
attivi – promuovere la 
partecipazione piena e consapevole 
alla vita civica, culturale e sociale 
della comunità, nel rispetto delle 
regole, dei diritti e dei doveri»

Legge 92/2019



What, when and how?

Curricular – 33 hours

Importance of the Italian Constitution

Co-ordinating teacher

Collegiate nature of teaching, decision making, and evaluation

Cross-curricular

Stronger ties with families



8 Macro Areas (Themes)

1. Italian Constitution, flag and national anthem

2. Agenda 2030 for sustainable development

3. Digital Citizenship (article 5)

4. Basics of law (especially regarding work)

5. Environmental education

6. Legality and fighting the mafia

7. Respecting and promoting cultural heritage

8. Civil protection



8 Macro Areas

Developed through 25 «educazioni»

Includes:     

• Civil Protection

• Educazione stradale
• Understanding Italian state institutions



Digital competency teaching

Through digital citizenship

Article 5

Not just digital competences but…
▪ critical thinking

▪ communication

▪ problem solving

▪ time spent 

▪ etc.



Digital Citizenship

«Digital citizenship refers to the 
responsible use of technology
by anyone who uses computers, 
the Internet, and digital devices 
to engage with society on any
level»

C. Zook: www.aeseducation.com  December 2019



Empathy

How the Internet works

Understanding user data

Practicing digital literacy

Acknowledging the digital
divide

Practicing digital wellness

Securing digital devices

Digital Citizenship - concepts
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https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship







Competency and 
21st Century 

Skills Learning

▪ Teaching/learning by competences

▪ Interdisciplinary

▪ 21st Century skills



OECD Education 2030 
Framework





Competency teaching: 
activity types

Discussion

Debate

Role Play

Brainstorming

Storytelling

Songs and Dances

Case Studies 
(ricerche)









Discussions and Debates

Teachers

▪ Difficult to manage?

▪ Appropriate for all levels and 
ages?

Students

▪ A favourite activity (Stewart 2003)



Benefits of Discussions
and Debates

▪ Develops all 4 skills

▪ Develops critical thinking, communication, research and logic skills

▪ Allows quieter students to participate actively

▪ Uses meaningful English

▪ Develops life skills

Disadvantages – can all be overcome with good preparation



Discussions
and Debates

No different to any other
activity

Preparation, preparation, 
preparation

Not an easy option. 



Planning the Debate

▪ Teaching environment

▪ Pre-teach rules of debate

▪ Team/group selection and 
roles

▪ Importance of timekeeping
and limits

▪ Choice of topic

And…prepare your students!



Preparing your students

✓ Language needs – vocabulary, structures, debating language

✓ Reading base and more

✓ The library

✓ Managing groups

✓ Check on students’ progress in preparing their debate

✓ Do they know their roles?

✓ Questions and answers

✓ Trial runs



Group Project/Research Work

▪ Clearly defined tasks

▪ Keep groups small

▪ Clearly defined group roles

▪ Fair and clear allocation of tasks

▪ Clear ground rules for talking
and listening

▪ Regular monitoring of project

▪ Targeted teacher support and 
interventions



The nature of the beast

▪ How can we help you?

▪ English teacher one voice 
in many in the CdC.

▪ When is the choice of 
topic made?

We cannot predict the future.



How DeAgostini Scuola 
can help?

Material in the coursebooks

• material to develop and practise competences

• material to train students in digital citizenship

• material linked to the 8 macro areas

Ideas and Mapping

In-depth training 



















https://formazione.deascuola.it/



https://formazione.deascuola.it/







Useful links

▪ https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-is-digital-citizenship

▪ https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship

▪ https://ihjournal.com/debating-in-the-efl-classroom

▪ http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/23054

▪ https://esldebates.com/a-teachers-guide-the-basics-of-a-classroom-debate/

▪ https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-debates/

▪ https://busyteacher.org/21711-great-debates-9-steps-to-organizing.html

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-is-digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://ihjournal.com/debating-in-the-efl-classroom
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/23054
https://esldebates.com/a-teachers-guide-the-basics-of-a-classroom-debate/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-debates/
https://busyteacher.org/21711-great-debates-9-steps-to-organizing.html


Thank you


