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We’re going to be talking about ...

 

● making learning memorable for students

● the skills needed for lifelong learning

● integrating sustainability topics
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What words or phrases do you think of 
when you see the word 'sustainable'?

What words or phrases do 
you think of when you see 
the word 'sustainable'?
ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Learning about 
sustainability

Sustainable Learning 
in Education (SLE)

social
inequality, human rights, 

cultural diversity

economic
responsible production/ 

consumption, 
green technology, …

environmental
energy resources, pollution, 

ecosystems

Develop lifelong 
learning skills

Promote continuous, 
deep and memorable 

learning 
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One definition ...

 

The intention behind SLE is to create and proliferate 
sustainable curricula and methods of learning and teaching. 
These are designed to instil in people the skills and 
dispositions to thrive in complicated, challenging and 
ever-changing circumstances, and contribute to making the 
world a better place.

Hays and Reinders, International Journal of Education, 2020
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In other words …

 The world is a 
better place!

Sustainable methods of 
learning and teaching 

Skills and dispositions to thrive in 
complicated, challenging and 
ever-changing circumstances
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In other words …

 
make the world a better place!

Sustainable methods of 
learning and teaching 

skills and dispositions to thrive 
in complicated, challenging and 
ever-changing circumstances
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“The intention behind SLE is to create and 
proliferate sustainable curricula and methods of 
learning and teaching. These are designed to instil 
in people the skills and dispositions to thrive in 
complicated, challenging and ever-changing 
circumstances, and contribute to making the 
world a better place.”

Unpacking the definition (2):
Sustainable methods of learning and teaching

✔

✔
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“The intention behind SLE is to create and 
proliferate sustainable curricula and methods of 
learning and teaching. These are designed to instil 
in people the skills and dispositions to thrive in 
complicated, challenging and ever-changing 
circumstances, and contribute to making the world 
a better place.”

Unpacking the definition (1):
Sustainable methods of learning and teaching
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‘Memory 
is the residue 
of thought’

The more we think 
about something, 

the more likely we are 
to remember it
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In pairs. Discuss.

dinner last Thursday? lunch on Christmas Day?

What did you have for...

Credit: Unsplash.com
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Read the text.
Then think about 

what it means.

?!?!?
Credit: Unsplash.com
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But ... why?

The Western Spotted Skunk lives 
in a hole in the ground.

The skunk’s hole is usually found on a 
sandy piece of farmland near crops.

Getting students to 
think more deeply

Why?

Why?

Credit: DALL-E
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Getting students to 
think more deeply

BIG
QUESTIONS
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Getting students to 
think more deeply

● Often involve critical thinking

● Deeper engagement with topic

BIG
QUESTIONS
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Getting students to think more deeply

Problem-solving tasks: e.g Escape Rooms
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Problem-solving tasks: Escape rooms
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Problem-solving tasks: Escape rooms
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Problem-solving tasks: Escape rooms
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Problem-solving tasks: Escape rooms
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3 Problem-solving tasks: Escape rooms

P
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● Engaging

● Collaborative

● Can practise speaking skills

● Limited time

3 Problem-solving tasks: 
Escape rooms
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Engaging students more deeply ...

better memorization/learning

But ... Why?

BIG
QUESTIONS

Problem-solving tasks
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“The intention behind SLE is to create and proliferate 
sustainable curricula and methods of learning and teaching. 
These are designed to instil in people the skills and 
dispositions to thrive in complicated, challenging and 
ever-changing circumstances, and contribute to 3making the 
world a better place.”

Unpacking the definition (2):
Sustainable methods of learning and teaching

✔
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What are these skills that students need to 'thrive'? 

What are these skills that 
students need to 'thrive'? 

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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The skills students need to ‘thrive’ ...

● Learning Skills collaboration, critical 
thinking, creativity, communication

● Life Skills autonomy, social-emotional, 
(local and global) citizenship, etc.

● Literacy Skills digital, media, visual
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These skills 
in our coursebooks...
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These skills in our coursebooks...
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These skills in our coursebooks...
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These skills in our coursebooks...
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These skills in our coursebooks...
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These skills in our coursebooks...
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Creativity skills

Write a sentence 
to describe this picture
without using the letter ‘t’.
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Creativity skills

Write a sentence to 
describe this picture
in the past simple, 
without using the letter ‘d’.
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Collaboration skills Projects

So many benefits, but …

• Motivation

• Time

• Can feel like a HUGE task



(Green) Gifts that Keep On Giving

Task: plan your perfect weekend

• Break down the project into 3-4 stages

• Do each stage at relevant points in the unit 
over several lessons

ProjectsCollaboration skills
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Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend
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Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend

Project Stage 1 (after vocabulary)

1. Introduce the project

2. In groups, students decide:
- Who do you want to invite?
- What activities do they enjoy?

3. Write a longlist of activities your 
group wants to include
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Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend

Project Stage 2 (after dialogue)

• Students individually complete 
grid with activities

Saturday morning
………………………

Sunday morning
………………………

Saturday lunch
have a BBQ

Sunday lunch
………………………

Saturday afternoon
………………………

Sunday afternoon
………………………

Saturday evening
………………………

Sunday evening
………………………
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Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend

Project Stage 3 (after speaking)

• In groups, students use language of suggestions 
to negotiate a single version of the chart.

Saturday morning
………………………

Sunday morning
………………………

Saturday lunch
have a BBQ

Sunday lunch
………………………

Saturday afternoon
………………………

Sunday afternoon
………………………

Saturday evening
………………………

Sunday evening
………………………
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Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend

Project Stage 4 (after 
reading)

● Are you ‘making a 
difference’ on your 
weekend?

● In groups, replace 
one of your activities 
with an activity that 
benefits the 
community.
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Final Project Stage: Presentation
(at the end of the unit)

• In groups, students prepare a 
5-10 minute presentation of 
their perfect weekends.

Credit: DALL-E

Collaboration skills - Task: plan your perfect weekend
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“The intention behind SLE is to create and proliferate 
sustainable curricula and methods of learning and teaching. 
These are designed to instil in people the skills and 
dispositions to thrive in complicated, challenging and 
ever-changing circumstances, and contribute to making the 
world a better place.”

Unpacking the definition (2):
Sustainable methods of learning and teaching

✔

✔
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A better place ...
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Mirrors and windows

1. What can you see in the photo 
that is like a mirror for your life? (It 
reflects something familiar to you)

2. What can you see in the picture 
that is like a window onto  another 
culture or way of life? (It shows 
something unfamiliar to you?)

3. How do the members of your 
family help you to stay healthy in 
body and mind?

A better place ...
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A better place ... I can’t …, but I can …
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A better place ... I can’t …, but I can …
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By 2030, substantially reduce 
waste generation through 
prevention, reduction, 
recycling and reuse

A better place ... I can’t …, but I can …



(Green) Gifts that Keep On Giving

① I can’t

② But I can

③ If I do, 

① I can’t sell my old computer.

② But I can recycle it.

③ If I do, I’ll save waste.

A better place ... I can’t …, but I can …
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① I can’t

② But I can

③ If I do, 

A better place ... I can’t …, but I can …
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What we talked about ...

① Making learning sustainable through deeper engagement

② Skills our students need throughout their lives

③ Integrating sustainability through, e.g. the SDGs



tiny.cc/greengifts

Nicholas Tims
mail@nicholastims.info

Grazie per l’attenzione!


